
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

* * * * e  

In the Hatter of: 

THE COMPLAINT OF MR. LOUIS BAXTER, ) 
ET AL. 1 

1 
VS . ) CASE NO. 9028 

) 
OHIO COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 1 

O R D E R  

On January 18, 1984, the Commission received a complaint 

against  t h e  Ohio County Water District ("Ohio  County") from Mr. 

Louis Baxter, et al., concerning the continuity of service and the 

water pressure available in the Pleasant Ridge community of Ohio 

and Daviess counties, Kentucky. Thereafter on January 19, 19848 

V i c k i  and Tony Chapman f i l e d  an  additional c o m p l a i n t  w i t h  t h e  

Commission against Ohio County concerning the same matter. 

Investigation and correspondence between the Commission and 

O h i o  County did not result in the resolution of these two com- 

plaints. 

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  by Order dated April 13, 1984, Ohio County 

w a s  ordered to appear before t h e  Commission on May 7 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  to 

give testimony regarding both complaints. The report of the in- 

vestigation conducted by a member of the Commission's engineering 

staff dated March 13, 1984, was distributed to the parties of 

record and made a p a r t  of t h e  Commission's record  i n  this case. 



The hearing was held as scheduled in the Commission's 

offices at Frankfort, Kentucky. The testimony and statements of 

Ernie Wallace, Paul Staples, Louis Baxter, Sam McDowell and J i m  

Russell were entered in the record of 

tion requested from Ohio County at the 

the Commission. 

SUMMARY 

Hr. Ernie Wallace, treasurer of 

the hearing. The informa- 

hearing has been filed with 

Ohio County, testified that 

Ohio County is aware of the water service problems in the Pleasant 

Ridge area of Ohio and Daviess counties. He stated that Ohio 

County had replaced pumps in the existing pump station that serves 

the area and had installed a new booster pump station to improve 

service from the existing pump station. Mr. Wallace also testi- 

fied that Ohio County had appl i ed  to the Farmers Home Administra- 

tion for a loan to construct improvements to its water system. In 

addition, Ohio County is investigating the feasibility of making a 

connection to the Southeast Daviess County Water District in order 

to supplement the water supply to Pleasant Ridge. 

During the cross examination of Mr. Wallace it was pointed 

out that Ohio County had been without a chairman since February. 

Mr. Wallace answered that none of Ohio County's commissioners 

would accept the chairmanship of Ohio County's board. 

FINDING AND ORDERS 

After considering the evidence of record and being advised, 

the Commission is of the opinion and finds thatr 
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1. O h i o  County s h o u l d  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  Service 

Commission t h e  name, a d d t e s s ,  and e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  of t h e  term of 

each of its c o m m i s s i o n e r s  w i t h i n  30 days of t h e  da te  of this 

Order. 

2. O h i o  C o u n t y  s h o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y  select one of its 

commissioners t o  be c h a i r m a n  and  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  

Commission the n a m e  of the i n d i v i d u a l  so d e s i g n a t e d  w i t h i n  30 days 

of the d a t e  of t h i s  Order. 

3. Ohio C o u n t y ' s  s e r v i c e  area b o u n d a r y  desc r ip t ion  is n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t  to  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  exact l i m i t s  of i ts  service area i n  

D a v i e s s  County .  Ohio Coun ty  s h o u l d  amend i t s  service area bound- 

a ry  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  c o n f o r m a n c e  w i t h  KRS 74.110 in o r d e r  to  

a d e q u a t e l y  d e f i n e  t h e  e x a c t  l i m i t s  of i ts  s e r v i c e  area. O h i o  

County  s h o u l d  file w i t h  this Commission a map s h o w i n g  t h e  

b o u n d a r i e s  of i ts  s e r v i c e  area and a c o p y  of each court order de- 

f i n i n g  i ts  b o u n d a r i e s  w i t h i n  90 days of t h e  da te  of t h i s  Order. 

4 .  A p o r t i o n  of O h i o  C o u n t y ' s  w a t e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  is 

at or n e a r  i ts  o p e r a t i o n a l  l i m i t s  and should be u p g r a d e d  to  

p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  and  re l iable  service to  a l l  present and  f u t u r e  

cuetomera w i t h i n  i t a  e s t a b l i s h e d  t e r r i t o r y .  

5 .  O h i o  Coun ty  s h o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y  proceed to h a v e  a com- 

p e t e n t  e n g i n e e r i n g  c o n s u l t a n t  r e v i e w  i ts  water  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  

and recommend improvemen t s  t o  p r o m p t l y  u p g r a d e  i ts  service cap- 

a b i l i t i e s  to t h e  P l e a s a n t  Ridge area. W i t h i n  90 days of t h e  date 

of t h i s  Order Ohio  Coun ty  s h o u l d  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  Commission a copy 
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of t h e  c o n s u l t a n t g 8  e n g i n e e r i n g  report of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 

recommendat ions .  Ohio  County  s h o u l d  a l so  f i l e  a s c h e d u l e  of 

projected t a r g e t  d a t e s  for t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  improvemen t s  

n e c e s s a r y  to u p g r a d e  i ts  water d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m .  T h i s  s c h e d u l e  

s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a11 p h a s e s ,  from i n i t i a l  p l a n n i n g  t o  ac tua l  

comple t ion  and operat ion.  O h i o  County  e h o u l d  a lso f i l e  quarterly 

reports w i t h  t h i s  Commission o u t l i n i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  b e i n g  made i n  

m e e t i n g  its target da t e s ,  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  O h i o  County s h a l l  f i l e  w i t h  

t h i s  Commission the name, address, and e x p i r a t i o n  date of t h e  term 

of e a c h  of its c o m m i s s i o n e r s  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  of t h e  d a t e  of t h i s  

Orde r , 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Ohio County s h a l l  immedia te ly  

select one  of its commissioners t o  be c h a i r m a n . a n d  shall f i l e  w i t h  

t h i s  Commission t h e  name of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  so d e s i g n a t e d  w i t h i n  30 

days of t h e  da t e  of t h i s  O r d e r .  

I T  IS FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  O h i o  Coun ty  s h a l l  amend i t 8  

service area b o u n d a r y  i n  Daviess  C o u n t y  i n  confo rmance  w i t h  XRS 

74.110 i n  order to  d e f i n e  t h e  exact l i m i t s  of its service area 

w i t h i n  90 d a y s  of t h e  d a t e  of t h i s  Order. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Ohio  

County  shall file w i t h  t h i s  Commiss ion  a map showing t h e  bound- 

aries of i ts  s e r v i c e  area and a c o p y  of each c o u r t  order d e f i n i n g  

i ts  b o u n d a r i e s  w i t h i n  90 days of the d a t e  of t h i s  O r d e r ,  

I T  IS FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  i n  accordance w i t h  f i n d i n g  

number 5 O h i o  County  shall file w i t h  t h i 8  Commission a c o p y  of t h e  

c o n ~ u l t a n t ~ s  e n g i n e e r i n g  report of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and recom- 

m e n d a t i o n s  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  of t h e  da te  of t h i s  Order. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
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Ohio County s h a l l  f i l e  a s c h e d u l e  of p r o j e c t e d  target d a t e s  for 

t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  improvements n e c e s s a r y  to upgrade i t a  water 

d is tr  i b u  t i o n  system. Ohio County s h a l l  also f i l e  q u a r t e r l y  

reports o u t l i n i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  b e i n g  made i n  meeting its  target  

d a t e s .  

Done a t  Frankfort, Kentucky, t h i s  7th day of June, 1984. 
PUBLIC SERVICE C O M I S S I O N  

ATTEST: 

Secretary 


